What will you do to end childhood hunger?
What

is the
Program?

Summer

Food

Service

The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
was established in 1975 to provide free meals to
children so that they receive the same high quality
nutrition during school vacations that they get in
school cafeterias during the school year.
Continued nutrition helps children return to
school ready to learn after summer vacation.
The SFSP is a federally funded program operated
nationally by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
and administered in Delaware by the State
Department of Education. Organizations with
summer programs for kids sponsor the program
and the State Department of Agriculture
reimburses them for all meals served free at
approved feeding sites in low-income areas to
children 18 years and under.
Statewide, there is great need for the SFSP,
particularly in those areas of the State with many
children eligible for free or reduced price school
meals.
How can you participate in the SFSP?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Become a sponsor;
Run a feeding site;
Be a meal vendor; or
Volunteer to help a sponsor or site.

Who can sponsor the SFSP?

How Do I Provide a Meal Service?

Sponsorship of the SFSP is open to:
 schools;
 government agencies;
 summer camps; and
 private nonprofit organizations (e.g., churches,
Community Action Agencies).

Sponsors may choose to prepare the meals they
serve under the program, contract with a school,
or obtain them from a commercial meal vendor.

Interested organizations should call the State
administering agency for further information.
What is a feeding site?
Sponsors can provide free meals at a central site
such as a school, a park, a playground or a
community center. Schools that are offering
summer courses can open their meal service to the
entire community by participating in the SFSP.
Meals are served free at sites that are operated or
sponsored by a local organization and that are
approved by the State Department of Education.
In order for a site to be approved, at least 50
percent of the children in the area it serves, or 50
percent of its enrolled children, must be eligible
for free or reduced price School Lunch meals.
Most sites may serve up to two meals daily,
usually a lunch and a breakfast.
Camps can serve up to three meals daily, as can
sites that serve primarily migrant children.

What kind of financial assistance is available?
Sponsors earn reimbursement for every meal
served to a child. Sponsors receive reimbursement
for costs on the basis of the number of meals
served to children times the appropriate
reimbursement rates below.
Sponsors that prepare their own meals or are
located in rural areas can get a higher rate of
administrative payment. The reimbursement rates
for the summer of 2014 are provided below:
For meals served at rural or self-preparation sites
breakfast
$2.0225
lunch/supper
$3.5450
snack
$0.8400
For meals served at other types of sites
breakfast
$1.9850
lunch/supper
$3.4875
snack
$0.8225

Please view USDA’s website for basic
information about the Summer Food Service
Program:

www.summerfood.usda.gov

Administering Agency

Everyone Wins with the SFSP!

If you are interested in seeing that children in
your community get these meals, you can
contact our office at the address and telephone
number listed below. We will be happy to
provide you with additional information.



David Bowman, Coordinator
Community Nutrition Programs
Delaware Department of Education
401 Federal Street, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901
302-735-4060
dbowman@doe.k12.de.us







Children in low-income areas have free
nutritious meals and organized activities
during the summer.
The parents of the children stretch food
dollars and have healthy, supervised
recreation for their children.
Your organization receives Federal money
to carry out the program.
Kids return to school in the Fall ready to
learn.

Delaware

Food Service
Program
The U.S Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its
customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion,
reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial
or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s
income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected
genetic information in employment or in any program or activity
conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will
apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
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If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at
any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may
also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax
(202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities
may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 8778339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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